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SPELL IT RIGHT!

Name  __________________________________________ Date  ____________

PURPOSE
Learn more about how to write with good spelling.

HOW TO DO THIS COURSE: Do the steps in order. Write your initials and the 
date on the sign-off line when you finish a step. Two lines means you get the step 
checked by another student or, if stated, by your teacher. Have them initial the 
second line. All written work is turned in to your teacher. 

ESTIMATED TIME: 5 hours.

BOOK: 
Spell It Right!, Heron Books

	A.	ABOUT	DISCIPLINE

 1. READ: Spell It Right!, Chapter 1 What Is Discipline? _________

 2. ACTIVITY: Answer in writing.

 { Think of a time you, or someone you know, tried to do 
something but didn’t use much discipline. Explain what 
was done and what happened. 

 { Think of a time you, or someone you know, tried to do 
something and used some discipline. Explain what was 
done and what happened. ____  ____
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 3. READ: Chapter 2 The Parts of Discipline to the heading 
“Doing Exact Steps.” _________

 4. ACTIVITY: Describe in writing two or three times you used 
self-control. Explain what you did, and what happened as a 
result. ____  ____

 5. READ: Chapter 2, section “Doing Exact Steps.” _________

 6. ACTIVITY: Find or think of an activity you’re familiar with 
where there are exact steps for doing something. In an 
essay, explain what the steps are and why they’re useful. ____  ____

 7. READ: Chapter 2, section “Doing Things the Way That 
Works Best.” _________ 

 8. ACTIVITY: Find or think of an example of a certain way of 
doing something you have noticed works the best. In an 
essay, explain what you noticed happens when it is done 
this way and when it is not.   ____  ____

 9. ACTIVITY: Talk with another student about something you 
do well. 

 { Tell certain ways of doing that thing, or some part of it, 
that work best. 

 { Tell what happens when you don’t do it this way, and what 
happens when you do. 

 { Tell any ways you use self-control to do this. ____  ____

 10. READ: Chapter 2, section “Practicing.” _________

 11.  ACTIVITY: In writing, describe a time you’ve seen 
someone learn steps for something, and then practice and 
practice. What happened?  ____  ____
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 12. READ: Chapter 3 Discipline Has Rewards. _________

 13. ACTIVITY: Write an essay about using discipline.

 { Describe some places in your life that you think could 
benefit from more discipline on your part, or where you 
would like to have more discipline.  

 { Choose one. Explain how you might use more discipline 
and what you think might happen as a result. ____  ____

	 B.	WRITING	WITH	GOOD	SPELLING	

 1. READ: Chapter 4 Writing That’s Clear and Easy to Read. _________

 2. ACTIVITY: 

 { Write a short message using clear sentences, good spelling 
and punctuation. (This is message A.) 

 { Rewrite it without clear sentences, good spelling or 
punctuation. (This is message B.) 

 { Show message B to another person and ask them to read 
it out loud. Then show them message A and do the same. 
Finally, ask the person to tell you what happened when 
they read each one.  ____  ____

 3. READ: Chapter 5 How to Write with Good Spelling, and 
Chapter 6 Checking Spelling While You Write. _________
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 4. ACTIVITY:

 { Look at each word below. Notice whether you are sure 
about the spelling or if it just doesn’t look right.  

 • If you are sure it’s right, write “right” beside it.  

 • If it doesn’t look right, write “not sure” beside it.  

 • If you know it’s wrong, write “wrong” beside it.

circling _______________

horrable ______________

definately _____________

recieved ______________

fasinating _____________

aplause ______________

presidant ____________

mindless _____________

teribly _______________

fortunately ____________

errer _________________

pretending _______________

forever __________________

deside ___________________

unpronounced _____________

immediatly ________________

 { For each word you wrote “not sure,” check it in a 
dictionary to see how it’s spelled and, if it’s wrong, correct 
it on the list. 

 { For each word you wrote “wrong” beside, correct it 
yourself, or check it in a dictionary. 

Teacher pass. ____  ____
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 5. ACTIVITY:

 { Write an essay about something exciting or funny that 
happened to you in the past year. Try to use some hard or 
interesting words in your writing. 

 { Check your spelling while you write, underlining any 
words you check in a dictionary. 

 { When you are done with the essay, show it to your teacher. 
Go over what words you checked and why you checked 
them. 

Teacher pass. ____  ____

 6. READ: Chapter 7 Checking Spelling After You Write. _________

 7. ACTIVITY: 

 { Get a piece of your own writing you haven’t proofread 
yet. If possible, it should be something you wrote a day or 
more ago. Do the steps of “checking spelling after writing” 
on it until you are satisfied that it has no misspellings. 

 { Show this piece of writing to your teacher and discuss 
what you found and fixed.

Teacher pass. (the student should have found and fixed 
many, if not all, of the spelling errors). ____  ____

 8.  ACTIVITY: Tell another student what this means: “Good 
proofreading takes discipline.” (Discipline: doing something 
in a way that might not be easy, but it works, and then 
doing it that same way each time.)   ____  ____

 9. ACTIVITY: Find Proofreading Activity 1 attached to this 
learning guide. It has a part of a story that contains 20 
words that have been changed so they are not the way the 
author wrote them. 
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 { Read each sentence carefully, noticing the spelling of each 
word. Underline any that you either know are wrong or 
think might be wrong. 

 { At the end of each paragraph, if you know the correct 
spelling for any of the words you underlined, write it 
above the word. If you don’t know the correct spelling, 
or aren’t sure about it, double underline the word, then 
check it. Get the correct spelling and write it above the 
misspelled word. 

 { Check it over as many times as necessary to be certain all 
the spelling is right. When it is, turn it in to your teacher. 
You will be expected to have found at least 19 of the 20 
misspelled words. 

Teacher pass. ____  ____

 10. ACTIVITY: Find Proofreading Activity 2 attached to this 
learning guide. It has a part of a story that contains 28 
words that have been changed so they are not the way the 
author wrote them. Find and correct any misspelled words. 
You should find at least 26 of the 28 misspellings.

Teacher pass. ____  ____

 11. READ: Chapter 8 Spelling with Success. _________

	C.	FINAL	ACTIVITY

 1. ACTIVITY: Choose something you would like to write 
about. It might be an experience you or someone you know 
has had, a science topic you’re interested in, a current 
event, a story you imagine, or something else you’re 
interested in writing about.  

 { Write several paragraphs about it. As you’re writing, try to 
choose quite a few interesting or unusual words, ones you 
would not normally use when you write.
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 { Use what you have learned on this course to make sure 
your essay is written with good spelling. 

Teacher pass. ____  ____

I have completed the steps of this course. I understand what I studied and can 
use it.

Student __________________________________________  Date ___________

The student has completed the steps of this course and knows and can apply 
what was studied.  

Teacher __________________________________________  Date ___________

The student has completed the steps of this course.  

Examiner _________________________________________  Date ___________

FOR THE TEACHER
LEARNING GUIDE ATTACHMENT
Proofreading Activity 1  
Proofreading Activity 2
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PROOFREADING ACTIVITY 1

Henry flashed a look arownd the garage.  It needed cleaning baddly.     

He drew a long breth and started by opening all the drawers. He arranged all the 

tools he fowned in the largeist drawer. Then, with a brush and a can of black paint 

he labeled the drawer TOOLS, using neat letteres.

Another drawer he lettered NAILS, and he sorted it’s contents into a few of the 

many boxeses that were lying around. 

He folded up some old jackits, swept off the shelves, sorted out many pares of 

glovess that where still usefull, and swept the floor. Then he washt it with a hose 

and rinsed his paintbrusshes while he waited for the floor to dry.

Henry found a few things in the trashs which he stored in his own pockket. His 

treasure was a numbor of bent rustey nails and a few old screws that would come 

in handy later one.         

From The Box-Car Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner, published in 1924, 
courtesy of The Gutenberg Project.
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PROOFREADING ACTIVITY 2

Dorothy said goodbye to her friends, and startted along the yelow brick road. After 

she had gone several mileses she stoped to rest. 

She climed to the top of the fence beside the rode and sat down. There was a great 

cornfield on the other side of the fence. Not far away she saw a Scarecrow, placed 

high on a pool to keep the birds away from the ripe corn.

Dorothy leanned her chin upon her hand and gazed thoughtfully at the Scarecrow. 

It’s head was a small sak stuffed with straw. Eyes, a nose and a mouth were painted 

on it to reprasent a face. An old, pointed blue hat was perched on its head and the 

rest of the figuere was a blue suit of cloths, worn and faded, also stuffed with straw.

On the feet were some old bootes with blue tops, the kind evry man in this courtry 

wore. The Scarecrow was raised abouve the stalks of corn by means of the pole 

stucke up it’s back.

While Dorothy was looking earnestly into the queer, painted face of the Scarecrow, 

she was surprized to see on of the eyes slowley wink at her. She thought she must 

have been mistaken, at furst, for none of the scarecrowes in Kansas ever wink. 
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Then the figure nodded its head to her in a friendly way. She climed down from the 

fence and walkd up to it, while Toto ran arownd the pole and barcked.

“Good day,” said the Scarecrow, in a rather husky voice.

From The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum, courtesy of The Gutenberg 
Project.
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