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SHORT STORY: PLOT, CHARACTERIZATION, SETTING 
 
NAME _____________________________ SCHOOL __________________________  

DATE STARTED _____________________ DATE COMPLETED _________________  

PREREQUISITE: The ability to write short compositions with correct grammar and 
mechanics. 

HOW TO DO THIS COURSE: Do the steps one at a time, in order.  When you finish a 
step, put your initials and the date on the sign-off line on the right.  A split line means to 
get a pass (and an initial) from another student (or your Academic Supervisor if it says 
that).  Essays are turned in to the Academic Supervisor. 

PURPOSE: Learn to write short stories that have a message and communicate well. 

ESTIMATED TIME: 15 hours. 

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THIS COURSE  
Study booklet, Short Story: Plot, Characterization, Setting, with these data sheets (DS): 
 4977 5082 5417 4979 4980 
Other texts/references: 
Understanding Literature (1984), ISBN #0-02-192640-9, and Appreciating Literature (1984), ISBN  
#0-02-192460-3, Macmillan Pub. Co. (out-of-print at the publisher, copies may be available from Follett 
Educational Services, 1-800-621-4272) or any 9th or 10th grade literature text or other source that 
includes definitions and examples of the following: short story, plot, character, setting. 
Other materials: 
Access to magazines such as Update or National Geographic. 

NOTE TO ACADEMIC SUPERVISOR 
In this course the Academic Supervisor’s role with the writing applications is to ensure the student does 
them fully and to be a receiver of the communications written by the student.  The purpose of this 
interaction is strictly limited to the above.  This is not a writing mechanics course. 

A. SHORT STORY AND CHARACTERIZATION 

 1. READ: In your literature text, read about the short story.  (If you have 
Understanding Literature (UL), read “Preview: The Short Story,” p. 1.) _________ 

 2. READ: Data Sheet (DS) #4977 Writing a Short Story. _________ 

 3. READ: In your literature text, read two short stories.  (In UL, pp. 2–32, 
pp. 127—156.)  As you read, think about what you like about them.  See 
if you get any ideas from them that you could use in your own writing. _________ 

 4. READ: DS #5082 How to Get Your Point Across in Writing.  _________ 

 5. ESSAY: In the two stories you have read so far, what do you think are the 
messages of the writers? ____  ____ 
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 6. READ: DS #5417 Simple Outlining.   _________ 

 7. PRACTICAL APPLICATION: Write a short story.  (Consider outlining it 
first.)  Have another student read it and find out what he got out of it.  
Then compare his response to what you meant to communicate, and 
revise, if necessary.  _________ 

B. CHARACTER 

 1. DEFINE: character    characterization _________ 

 2. READ: Read another short story in your text, and notice the 
characterization.  (In UL, choose a story from pp. 34–62.)  As you read 
think about what you learn that you could use in your own writing. _________ 

 3. DRILL: DS #4979 Character Sketch Drill.  Look at someone in your 
vicinity and do steps #1–3. _________ 

 4. PRACTICAL APPLICATION: Sit down where there is a crowd of 
people.  Observe a person from a distance (so that you can’t understand 
what he or she may be saying), and carefully observe him/her.  Take notes 
that would enable you to describe that person to another.  Write a 
character sketch of the person without mentioning a name.  Do all the 
steps in the character sketch drill.  Turn your sketch in to the supervisor. ____  ____ 

 5. PRACTICAL APPLICATION: Get a portrait of a person that suggests the 
character of a person.  (National Geographic magazines are good for 
this.)  Using the picture you selected, write a fictional character sketch 
(short story) about the person.  Do all the steps in the character sketch 
drill.    _________ 

C. SETTING 

 1. DEFINE: setting _________ 

 2. READ: Read another short story in your text, and notice the setting.  (In 
UL, pp. 64–80.)   _________ 

 3. DRILL: Find a scene you like (either live or a picture).  Imagine that your 
character (from B.4 or B.5) is placed in that scene.  Write a piece 
describing the scene, attributes of the character, and how he would 
respond to it.  Have another student read it and find out what he got out of 
it.  Then compare his response to what you meant to communicate, and 
revise, if necessary.   _________ 

 4. PRACTICAL APPLICATION: Write a short story which involves 
setting.  Have another student read it and find out what he got out of it.  
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Then compare his response to what you meant to communicate, and 
revise, if necessary. _________  

 5. READ: In your text, or from another source, read another short story.  (In 
Appreciating Literature (AL), pp. 2–59.)   _________ 

D. FINAL SECTION 

 1. READ: Read one more short story.   _________ 

 2. READ: DS #4980 Seven Writer’s Skills. _________ 

 3. ESSAY: How do you think the skills mentioned in the previous data sheet 
apply to the short stories you have read on this course, and the short 
stories you have written?   ____  ____ 

 4. PRACTICAL APPLICATION:  

a) Write a short story of at least 2,000 words which shows plot, 
characterization and setting.  Keep in mind these points: 

 As a writer, be communicating to someone. 

 Have a message.  Know what you are trying to say to the reader. 

Suggestion: In your short story give the character(s) something he 
wishes to be, do or have.  Then give the character(s) some barriers or 
obstacles toward accomplishing the goal.  Find a way for the character 
to overcome the barriers, and show the character’s response. ___ 

b) Proofread your story and do your best to get rid of errors. ___ 

c) Have two other students read your story and give you their responses 
to it in writing.  Use their data to improve your story as you did for 
earlier assignments.  Also review it for yourself against points in  
DS #5082 How to Get Your Point Across in Writing.  Then turn in 
your paper for the supervisor to read.  Turn in also the student 
comments.   

Supervisor pass (per above Note to the Academic Supervisor).  Save 
your story to take to the Examiner. ____  ____ 

I have completed the steps of this course.  I understand what I studied and can use it. 

Student _______________________________________  Date ___________________________  

The student has completed the steps of this course and knows and can apply what was studied.   

Academic Supervisor ____________________________  Date ___________________________  
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The student has completed the steps of this course.  (Examiner should read the student’s short story 
with the purpose of the course and the Note to the Academic Supervisor in mind.) 

Examiner _____________________________________  Date ___________________________  
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